2                THE OLD NORTHWEST

today the seat of five great commonwealths of the
United States.

With an ingenuity born of necessity, the French
pathfinders and colonizers of the Old Northwest
had chosen for their settlements sites which would
serve at once the purposes of the priest, the trader,
and the soldier; and with scarcely an exception
these sites are as important today as when they
were first selected. Four regions, chiefly, were
still occupied by the French at the time of the ca-
pitulation of Montreal. The most important, as
well as the most distant, of these regions was on the
east bank of the Mississippi, opposite and below
the present city of St. Louis, where a cluster of mis-
sions, forts, and trading-posts held the center of
the tenuous line extending from Canada to Loui-
siana. A second was the Illinois country, centering
about the citadel of St. Louis which La Salle had
erected in 1682 on the summit of "Starved Rock,"
near the modern town of Ottawa in Illinois. A
third was the valley of the Wabash, where in the
early years of the eighteenth century Vincennes
had become the seat of a colony commanding both
the Wabash and the lower Ohio. And the fourth
was the western end of Lake Erie, where Detroit,
founded by the doughty Cadillac in 1701, had as-